Pre-induction behaviour of children. A review of placebo-controlled trials of sedatives.
Placebo-controlled trials of sedative premedication in children are reviewed in an attempt to determine which drugs have been shown to reduce the frequency with which children cry or appear apprehensive. Small samples and inappropriate statistical methods limit the value of many of the studies. Most of the drugs tested will, in sufficient dose, increase the proportion of children who are asleep. Only intramuscular opioid analgesics, either alone or in combination with other drugs, have been shown repeatedly to increase the frequency of calm behaviour in those who are awake. There is some evidence, however, that intramuscular placebo controls have a lower frequency of calm behavior than oral placebo controls.